
September 12,2005

TO: USDA Secretary Mike Johanns

Dear Mr. Secretary:

First, let me briefly introduce myself. 1 am a semi-retired farmer, age 74, who turned the manage-
ment of my farm over to my son 9 years ago. I was born and raised in our community about 20
miles west of Hutchinson, and have been active in church and community affairs during these fifty
plus years. I have several concerns about the new farm bill .

• 1. We definitely do not want to lose our flexibility we gained back in the "90's in the
Freedom to Farm bill . We can take so much better care of the land now with rotation of
different crops, less chemicals, better weed control, etc., that we don't want to go
backward and lose that.

2. There has been publicity about giving farm payments only to the producer, and not any to
the landowner or landlord. That would be useless, in my opinion, because division shares
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it without government funds. This should also help some new, young farmer get started.

Thank you for your taking time to read this. As a conservative Republican, I hope you
succeed.

Charles W. Roth
44 Detroit Drive
So. Hutchinson, KS 67505 Ph. 620-664-6674


